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McHenry County 

Veterans Assistance Commission - Public Meeting 

MINUTES 

 
March 18, 2026, 5:00 PM 

County Board Conference Room 

Administration Building, 667 Ware Rd., Woodstock, IL 60098 

 
Members Present: Robert Dorn, Eugene Boxleitner, Dan Chwalisz, Don Smolinski, Michael 

Breslin, James Koch, William Richards, Charles Chapman, Ken Hauser, John 

Widmayer, Ed Chambers, Matt English, Patrick Finlon, Daniel Vital 

  

Members Absent: Charlie Morgan, Nicole Bruno, Joe McLachlin, Ray Martin, Mathius Carter, 

Adam Frank, Mark Havrilak, Doug Stermer, Paul Hildreth, Theresa Deleon, 

Brian Allen, Jack Repta, Robert Temes, Kevin Adams, Michael Knutson, 

Michael Wisniewski 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Meeting called to order at 5:00pm by Chairman Michael Breslin. 

Also present: Carl Kamienski, liaison to the County Board and Polish Legion Post #188 Alternate Erv Gall 

1.1 Pledge of Allegiance 

1.2 Invocation - Chaplain Eugene Boxleitner gave the Invocation. 

1.3 Roll Call of Officers 

1.3.a Roll Call of Post Delegates / Alternates – Superintendent Nate Johnson called the roll. 

1.4 Officers Opening Remarks - Chairman Breslin mentioned that there will be an Executive Board meeting 

on Wednesday, March 25 at 10:00am.   

Sr. Vice Ed Chambers wanted to remind the members that Vietnam War Memorial Day is on March 29th 

at 2:00pm. 

2. MINUTES APPROVAL 

2.1 Approval of Previous Minutes -  

Mover:  John Widmayer 

Seconder:  Daniel Vital 

To approve previous minutes      Approved 
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3. SUPERINTENDENT'S FINANCIAL REPORT 

3.1 Approval of Financial Report - For the month of February, there were several denials for financial 

assistance due to clients being over the income limit. A total of $538.24 was approved for rent or utility 

assistance. We remain under budget and on pace to finish the year at just under $1,000,000. 

Dan Vital asked whether the financial assistance denials were close to the income limits. Several clients 

are indeed near that threshold. McHenry County is one of the few counties in the state that uses a 150% 

income threshold; most counties use 100% or 125%. The Townships are considering increasing the 

threshold to 200%. 

Chairman Breslin requested that Superintendent Johnson research how the Townships plan to proceed 

with increasing their income thresholds. 

Mover:  Daniel Vital 

Seconder:  Charles Chapman 

To approve Financial Report      Approved 

 

4. PRESENTATION - None. 

5. INTRODUCE GUESTS AND NEW MEMBERS - The Chairman recognized Erv Gall who is the Alternate for 

the Polish Legion Post #188. 

6. PUBLIC COMMENT - None. 

7. CORRESPONDENCE - None. 

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

8.1 E-Board Meeting - None. 

8.2 By-Laws Committee - None. 

8.3 IACVAC Delegate - None. 

8.4 Superintendent's Report 

8.4.a Financial Report - Potential changes to policies and guidelines are still in progress. 

8.4.b Claims Advocacy - Forty new compensation and pension claims were filed, resulting in $437,000 in 

new monthly benefits. 

8.4.c Transportation Report - Transportation Coordinator Dolly Schlottman has generated a new monthly 

transportation report, which is included in the packet. 

Charlie Chapman asked whether these are typical figures. Johnson reported that transportation 

usage has increased significantly in recent months. 

8.4.d Mental Health Summit - We hosted this collaborative event with approximately 30-40 attendees and 

featured seven presentations highlighting various mental health resources.  

8.4.e Assistance Suspension - This topic has been tabled until next month. 

8.4.f NAMI OPEN HOUSE - Office staff attended the NAMI grand opening for their new building in Crystal 

Lake. It's a great space featuring a Living Room for individuals in crisis, providing interventions that 

help them avoid emergency room visits or inpatient mental health facilities. 
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Bob Dorn asked whether they have a representative on staff who is knowledgeable about military 

issues. Our SSA, Keema Ward, is onsite two days a week—Tuesdays and Thursdays from 12:00 

p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

8.4.g 4 New VSO's/ 1 MHFA Instructor - Four staff members passed the accreditation course, and their 

applications have been submitted to the Office of General Counsel to become accredited Veteran 

Service Officers. We also trained a new Mental Health First Aid instructor, who will be ready to teach 

in April. 

9. OLD BUSINESS 

9.1 VAC SPACE - A $388,000 renovation proposal to build three offices within the existing space using ARPA 

funds was presented to the Public Health Committee. The proposal was rejected for further review. A 

consultant will be onsite on April 2 to assess the office and conference room and provide an additional bid 

to be presented to the Public Health Committee. 

Chairman Breslin asked what the Posts can do to assist with this initiative. Johnson suggested writing 

letters or attending a County Board meeting to provide public comment explaining what the VAC does and 

why the additional space is needed. 

9.2 Financial Assistance Rules 

9.3 Outreach Coordinator - The Outreach Coordinator position was unanimously approved by both the Public 

Health and Finance Committees. It now moves to the County Board for final approval. 

9.4 VAC 100 Year Old veteran Award - A proposed folder and certificate were shared with the body and will 

be ordered shortly. Johnson suggested opening it up to 80 and 90-year old veterans as well.   

9.5 VAC FOUNDATION - A Foundation meeting took place today. Don Smolinski reported on an approved 

grant application for mortgage assistance in the amount of $182. The Foundation reluctantly accepted 

Ken Hauer’s resignation and approved Dan Vital as the new member. 

John Widmayer noted that the Treasurer’s Report is included in the meeting packet. 

9.6 Records  - Record destruction has begun and continues to progress. 

9.7 New Vehicle Purchase - We are in discussions with the Purchasing Department to identify the exact 

vehicle needed. 

9.8 Foundation Directors Insurance - Because the VAC and the Foundation are separate entities, we have 

been informed that the Foundation cannot be covered under the VAC’s Directors and Officers policy. 

Smolinski believes it may be possible to include two tax IDs under the same policy, so Johnson will follow 

up with Fidelity Insurance to verify. 

9.9 Economic Interest Form - Everyone on the Commission will need to complete the Economic Interest Form 

and return it to the VAC office prior to May 1. 

10. NEW BUSINESS 

10.1 Nomination of Officers - Ed Chambers nominated Dan Vital for Sergeant at Arms. 

10.2 VAC CONFERENCE ROOM  - The conference room table will be moved to the open space at the back of 

the office. Johnson’s office will be relocated into the current conference room so that our new VSO can 

occupy his existing office. A conference room in the building can be reserved at any time as needed. 

11. GOOD OF THE ASSOCIATION 

Carl Kamienski encouraged all to attend the County Board meeting at 7:00pm tonight.   
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Bob Dorn introduced a Coffee Connect presentation featuring Morgan Luttrell, Navy Seal and Congressman. The 

first event included 9 spouses, including one first responder spouse. Bob spoke to a Blue Star Banner 

representative who led the event and she was amazed by the transparency shown by the spouses. Bob 

emphasized the importance of continuing this initiative to support these spouses. He will contact the Sheriff's 

office to explore whether a Social Worker can assist in expanding the program. 

 Amvets 245 is holding a meat raffle at The Hidden Tap, located at 203 E. Main Street in Cary on Sunday, March 

22nd at 2:00pm.  

A Vietnam Veterans Memorial ceremony will take place on Sunday, March 29th at 2:00pm at the County 

Administration Building in Woodstock. 

12. BENEDICTION 

Chaplain Eugene Boxleitner gave the Benediction.  

13. ADJOURNMENT 

Mover:  Charles Chapman 

Seconder:  James Koch      Approved 
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Status Total Used: Rent or Mortgage:  Electric:  Heating Gas:  Internet  Water &amp; Sewer:  Disaster Total
Denied 0
Approved 90.39 0 0 0 0 0 90.39 90.39
Denied 0
Denied 0
Paid 451.34 326.2 65.57 59.57 0 0 0 451.34
Approved 243.78 0 243.78 0 0 0 0 243.78
Denied 0
Denied 0
Denied 0
In Progress 0
Approved 348.42 0 153.54 114.29 0 80.59 0 348.42
Denied 0
In Progress 0
Pending Approval 0
Paid 151.35 0 115.16 0 36.19 0 0 151.35
Approved 89.13 0 89.13 0 0 0 0 89.13

1374.41 326.2 667.18 173.86 36.19 80.59 90.39
1374.41

RED: Denied; 7 total Financial Assistance Denials in March
Green: 6 total Financial Assistance Approvals in March: Total Financial Assistance in March: $1,374.41
Yellow: 3 Financial Assistance Claims in progress

16 total financial assistance claims in the month of March
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March 2026 Transportation Report 

 

Locations (Number of One-way Trips) 

 Lovell VA – 48 

 CBOC McHenry – 10 

 Hines VA – 6 

 Huntley Northwestern Medicine – 10 

 Crystal Lake Northwestern Medicine – 4 

 Crystal Lake IL Cancer Spec – 8 

 Retina Health Institute Algonquin – 2 

 Elgin Orthopedic Specialist – 2 

 Dental – Dr. Danielewicz, Libertyville –  2 

 

Total Milage: 3068 miles 

 

Number of Veterans Served: 68 

 Number of Companions: 2 

Number of Cancellations by Veteran: 2 

 

Number of No Call/No Show: 1 
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McHenry County Veterans Assistance Commission
            Regularly Scheduled  Meeting April 15, 2026

      BANK SUMMARY FOR  VAC FOUNDATION

         As of March 31, 2026

              American Community Bank & Trust

   McHenry County VAC Foundation

Balance Brought Forward From 2/27/26: 79,687.66$    

3/23/2026 Deposited Bowlers to Veterans Link (Bus Fund) 2,066.18$      

3/30/2026 Deposited American Legion Post 291 Auxiliary (Bus Fund) 300.00$         

3/31/2026 Direct Deposit Interest 7.03$              

Foundation Balance as of 3/31/26: 82,060.87$    

Portion Dedicated to Bus Fund: $6,779.39

Portion Available to Foundation: 75,281.48$    

Authored By John Widmayer 4/7/26
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STATEMENT OF ECONOMIC INTERESTS 
TO BE FILED WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

(5 ILCS 420) 
 
 
 
  INSTRUCTIONS:  
      You may find the following documents helpful to you in completing this form:  
          (1) federal income tax returns, including any related schedules, attachments, and forms; and  
          (2) investment and brokerage statements.  
      To complete this form, you do not need to disclose specific amounts or values or report interests relating either to political committees registered 
with the Illinois State Board of Elections or to political committees, principal campaign committees, or authorized committees registered with the Federal 
Election Commission. 
      The information you disclose will be available to the public.  
      You must answer all 7 questions. Certain questions will ask you to report any applicable assets or debts held in, or payable to, your name; held 
jointly by, or payable to, you with your spouse; or held jointly by, or payable to, you with your minor child. If you have any concerns about whether an 
interest should be reported, please consult your department's ethics officer, if applicable.  
      Please ensure that the information you provide is complete and accurate. If you need more space than the form allows, please attach additional 
pages for your response. If you are subject to the State Officials and Employees Ethics Act, your ethics officer must review your statement of economic 
interests before you file it. Failure to complete the statement in good faith and within the prescribed deadline may subject you to fines, imprisonment, 
or both.   
 
  BASIC INFORMATION:  
 
  Name:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  Job title: ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  Office, department, or agency that requires you to file this  
  form: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
  Other offices, departments, or agencies that require you to  
  file a Statement of Economic Interests form: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
  Full mailing address: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  Preferred email address (optional): __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  QUESTIONS:  
 
      1. If you have any single asset that was worth more than $11,600 as of the end of the preceding calendar year and is held in, or 
payable to, your name, held jointly by, or payable to, you with your spouse, or held jointly by, or payable to, you with your minor child, list 
such assets below. In the case of investment real estate, list the city and state where the investment real estate is located. If you do not 
have any such assets, list "none" below.  
   
   ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
   
   ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
    
   ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
   
   ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
   
    ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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      2. Excluding the position for which you are required to file this form, list the source of any income in excess of $8,700 required to be 
reported during the preceding calendar year. If you sold an asset that produced more than $8,700 in capital gains in the preceding calendar 
year, list the name of the asset and the transaction date on which the sale or transfer took place. If you had no such sources of income 
or assets, list "none" below. 
 
           Source of Income / Name of  Asset Date Sold (if applicable) 
              
    ________________________________________________            ______________________________________________ 
 
    ________________________________________________            ______________________________________________ 
   
    ________________________________________________            ______________________________________________   
 
      3. Excluding debts incurred on terms available to the general public, such as mortgages, student loans and credit card debts, if you 
owed any single debt in the preceding calendar year exceeding $11,600 list the creditor of the debt below. If you had no such debts, list 
"none" below. 
     List the creditor for all applicable debts owed by you, owed jointly by you with your spouse, or owed jointly by you with your minor child. 
In addition to the types of debts listed above, you do not need to report any debts to or from financial institutions or government agencies, 
such as debts secured by automobiles, household furniture or appliances, as long as the debt was made on terms available to the general 
public, debts to members of your family, or debts to or from a political committee registered with the Illinois State Board of Elections or 
any political committee, principal campaign committee, or authorized committee registered with the Federal Election Commission.  
   
   ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
   ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
   ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
   
    ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
      4. List the name of each unit of government of which you or your spouse were an employee, contractor, or office holder during the 
preceding calendar year other than the unit or units of government in relation to which the person is required to file and the title of the    
position or nature of the contractual services.  
 
                          Name of Unit of Government           Title or Nature of Services 

 
    ________________________________________________            ______________________________________________ 
 
    ________________________________________________            ______________________________________________ 
   
    ________________________________________________            ______________________________________________   
 
      5. If you maintain an economic relationship with a lobbyist or if a member of your family is known to you to be a lobbyist registered 
with any unit of government in the State of Illinois, list the name of the lobbyist below and identify the nature of your relationship with the 
lobbyist. If you do not have an economic relationship with a lobbyist or a family member known to you to be a lobbyist registered with any 
unit of government in the State of Illinois, list "none" below. 
 
                                  Name of Lobbyist Relationship to Filer 
  
    ________________________________________________            ______________________________________________ 
 
    ________________________________________________            ______________________________________________ 
   
      ________________________________________________            ______________________________________________              
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      6. List the name of each person, organization or entity that was the source of a gift or gifts, or honorarium or honoraria, valued singly 
or in the aggregate in excess of $600 received during the preceding calendar year and the type of gift or gifts, or honorarium or honoraria, 
excluding any gift or gifts from a member of your family that was not known to be a lobbyist registered with any unit of government in the 
State of Illinois. If you had no such gifts, list "none" below. 
   
   ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
   
    ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
   ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
      7. List the name of any spouse or immediate family member living with the person making this statement employed by a public utility 
in this State and the name of the public utility that employs the relative.  
 

        Name and Relation     Public Utility  
 
    ________________________________________________            ______________________________________________ 
 
    ________________________________________________            ______________________________________________ 
   
    ________________________________________________            ______________________________________________ 
 
  VERIFICATION:  
      "I declare that this statement of economic interests (including any attachments) has been examined by me and to the best of my 
knowledge and belief is a true, correct and complete statement of my economic interests as required by the Illinois Governmental Ethics 
Act. I understand that the penalty for willfully filing a false or incomplete statement is a fine not to exceed $2,500 or imprisonment in a 
penal institution other than the penitentiary not to exceed one year, or both fine and imprisonment."  
 
  Printed Name of Filer: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
  Date: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  Signature: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
  If this statement of economic interests requires ethics officer review prior to filing, the applicable ethics officer must complete the following:  
 
  CERTIFICATION OF ETHICS OFFICER REVIEW:  
      "In accordance with law, as Ethics Officer, I reviewed this statement of economic interests prior to its filing."  
 
  Printed Name of Ethics Officer: ____________________________________________________ 
 
  Date: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  Signature: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
  Preferred email address (optional): __________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: This statement is to be filed in the Office of the Secretary of State, Economic Interest Section, Index Department, 111 E.  
Monroe St., Springfield, IL 62756. 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE STATEMENT OF ECONOMIC INTERESTS 
 

Our office only files Statements of Economic Interest for State positions. If you are filing for a county position, contact your county 
clerk’s office.  

 
In order to protect personally identifying and confidential information, do not include on the Statement of Economic
Interests any account numbers, Social Security Numbers, or other confidential information. This Statement of 
Economic Interests will be published on the Secretary of State’s website in a publicly searchable database. In the event 
 that a residential address is requested, use only the name of the city and state to identify the property at issue. 

 
Frequently used definitions are listed below. Refer to the statute, 5 ILCS 420, for- additional definitions when answering questions on the statement. 
 
(5 ILCS 420/1-102.5) 
    Sec. 1-102.5. "Asset" means, for the purposes of Sections 4A-102 and 4A-103, an item that is owned and has monetary value. For the 
purposes of Sections 4A-102 and 4A-103, assets include, but are not limited to: stocks, bonds, sector mutual funds, sector exchange traded funds, 
commodity futures, investment real estate, beneficial interests in trusts, business interests, and partnership interests. For the purposes of Sections 4A-
102 and 4A-103, assets do not include: personal residences; personal vehicles; savings or checking accounts; bonds, notes, or securities issued by 
any branch of federal, state, or local government; Medicare benefits; inheritances or bequests, other than beneficial interests in trusts; diversified funds; 
annuities; pensions (including government pensions); retirement accounts; college savings plans that are qualified tuition plans; qualified tax-advantaged 
savings programs that allow individuals to save for disability-related expenses; or tangible personal property. 
(Source: P.A. 102-664, eff. 1-1-22.) 
 

Sec. 1-105.6. "Income" means, for the purposes of Sections 4A-102 and 4A-103, pension income and any income from whatever source 
derived, required to be reported on the filer's federal income tax return, including, but not limited to: compensation received for services rendered or to 
be rendered (as required to be reported on any Internal Revenue Service forms, including, but not limited to, Forms W-2, 1099, or K-1); earnings or 
capital gains from the sale of assets; profit; interest or dividend income from all assets; revenue from leases and rentals, royalties, prizes, awards, or 
barter; forgiveness of debt; and earnings derived from annuities or trusts other than testamentary trusts. "Income" does not include compensation 
earned for service in the position that necessitates the filing of the statement of economic interests, or investment or interest returns on items excluded 
from the definition of "asset", or income from the sale of a personal residence or personal vehicle. 
 
(5 ILCS 420/1-104.3) 
    Sec. 1-104.3. "Creditor" means, for the purposes of Sections 4A-102 and 4A-103, an individual, organization, or other business entity to 
whom money or its equivalent is owed, no matter whether that obligation is secured or unsecured, except that if a filer makes a loan to members of his 
or her family, then that filer does not, by making such a loan, become a creditor of that individual for the purposes of Sections 4A-102 and 4A-103 of 
this Act. 
(Source: P.A. 102-664, eff. 1-1-22.) 
 
(5 ILCS 420/1-104.4) 
    Sec. 1-104.4. "Debt" means, for the purposes of Sections 4A-102 and 4A-103, any money or monetary obligation owed at any time during 
the preceding calendar year to an individual, company, or other organization, other than a loan that is from a financial institution, government agency, 
or business entity and that is granted on terms made available to the general public. For the purposes of Sections 4A-102 and 4A-103, "debt" includes, 
but is not limited to: personal loans from friends or business associates, business loans made outside the lender's regular course of business, and 
loans made at below market rates. For the purposes of Sections 4A-102 and 4A-103, "debt" does not include: (i) debts to or from financial institutions 
or government entities, such as mortgages, student loans, credit card debts, or loans secured by automobiles, household furniture, or appliances, as 
long as those loans were made on terms available to the general public and do not exceed the purchase price of the items securing them; (ii) debts to 
or from a political committee registered with the Illinois State Board of Elections or political committees, principal campaign committees, or authorized 
committees registered with the Federal Election Commission; or (iii) a loan from a member of the filer's family not known by the filer to be registered to 
lobby under the Lobbyist Registration Act. 
(Source: P.A. 102-664, eff. 1-1-22.) 
 
Contact your ethics officer, if applicable, for more guidance and instructions on completing the statement.  
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